Prophylactic antibiotics in traumatic wounds.
There is well-documented evidence justifying, perhaps demanding, the obligatory use of early, anticipatory treatment in open fractures and in penetrating abdominal wounds, and equally convincing evidence that they are not indicated in fractures of the base of the skull with CSF leaks, in thermal injuries, or in simple lacerations. As far as penetrating chest wounds, and bites are concerned, the evidence is perhaps as yet inconclusive, but antibiotics are probably not indicated in these situations.